





International Anti-Corruption Standards

o Convention on the protection of the EC financial interests
+ protocols (EU, 1995, 1996, 1997,1998)

Inter-American Convention against corruption (1996)

o The Twenty Guiding principles for the fight against
corruption (CoE, 1997)

o Convention on the fight against corruption involving
officials of the EC or officials of Member States of the
European Union (EU, 1997)

o The Criminal Law Convention on Corruption +
protocol (CoE, 1999, 2003)

o The Civil Law Convention on Corruption (CoE, 1999)

o UN Convention against Transnational Organised Crime
(2000)

o OECD Convention on combating bribery of foreign public
officials in international business transactions (1997)
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Main benefits of the Convention

Regional agreement on importance of addressing corruption with a joint
framework, setting common standards for criminalisation.

Broad range of criminal offences, encompassing not only bribery of domestic
and foreign public officials, but also international public officials and also
covering bribery in the private sector

Regional cooperation framework providing improved for mutual law
enforcement assistance, including in extradition, investigations, as well as
confiscation and seizure of proceeds of corruption. Includes restrictions on
use of banking secrecy to block cooperation

Broad jurisdictional provisions (Art: 17)
Provision for corporate liability (Art. 18)

Requires effective, proportionate and dissuasive criminal penalties, or, for
legal persons, at least effective non-criminal sanctions (Art. 19)

Requirement of creation of specialised anti-corruption authorities (Art. 20)
Provisions on protection of whistleblowers and witnesses (Art. 22)
Functioning review process
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Conventions overview
Council of Europe (Civil convention)

It 1s the first attempt to define common international rules
in the field of civil law and corruption. In particular, 1t
provides for compensation for damages as a result of acts
of corruption

 Adopted: 4 November 1999
Signatories: 40 including one non-member state (Belarus).
Ratifications and Accessions: 25 (as of 7 April 20006).
Entry into force: 1 November 2003
Open to: Council of Europe member states;non-member
states which took part in drawing 1t up; other non-member
states by 1nvitation; and the European Community.
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Main benefits of the Convention

Provides for civil remedies for persons who have suffered damage as a result of
acts of corruption, including compensation for a broad range of damages (Art. 3)

Requires that the State or appropriate authority is liable to compensate for the
corrupt act of a public official (Art. 5)

Establishes minimum limitations periods for bringing a case (Art. 7)

Requires contracts providing for corruption to be held void and enables parties to
apply for contract to be voided where consent undermined by corruption (Art. 8)

Requires whistleblower protection of employees (Art. 9)

Requires measures ensuring accounts present true and fair view of the company's
financial position and that auditors be required to confirm this (Art. 10)

Requires effective procedures for acquisition of evidence in civil cases (Art. 11)

Provides for international cooperation by contracting parties in civil cases of
corruption, including in obtaining evidence abroad, jurisdiction, recognition and
enforcement of foreign judgements. (Art. 13)

Provides for monitoring system (Art. 14)

No reservation may be made in respect of any provision in the Convention. (Art.
17)
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